
COMMODITY BEEF UPDATE FROM GOLD STAR 
FOODS 
 
Good Morning, 
 
By now I am sure everyone has received the notices sent out this morning by the California 
Department of Education giving the update on the commodity beef from Westland Meat 
Company.  If not, they are attached again here.  The purpose of this email is to simply phrase a 
more detailed update. 
 
Gold Star Foods has received correspondence from all the companies involved in the 
administrative hold.  I would like to list each company and briefly tell you what they say.  
Naturally, I have copies of their documents here and I am happy to forward the more detailed 
information to you upon request.  Please look at each company that I list and if you think you 
received commodity processed beef items from them, please read and investigate.  If you 
received commodity processed items from another distributor, please contact that distributor for 
more information on what you may have received.  Some of you may have taken direct shipments 
from a processor and they should be contacted directly for further details.  I hope my information 
will help to answer more of your questions. 
 
PIERRE FOODS:  We have received a detailed list of the code numbers and lot numbers of 
Pierre products that were made with Westland commodity beef.  There are only three [3] products 
that Gold Star Foods received that were made with Westland beef.  See the attachment above 
listing the three commodity items.  I have run a report that shows all the districts that received one 
or more of those products since January 1st of last year.  If you are one of the districts listed as 
receiving one or more of these products, put them aside and don’t use them!  We are told that all 
other commodity processed beef products do not contain Westland beef and it is okay to use 
them.  In addition to that, Pierre Foods certifies that all their non-commodity products do not 
contain Westland beef and it is okay to use them. 
 
DON LEE FARMS:  I spoke to Donald Goodman this morning.  We are still holding ALL 
commodity processed beef products that we have in inventory.  Gold Star Foods has put all this 
product aside and we will continue to hold it while waiting for further instructions.  Donald has 
assured us that any commodity processed beef items picked up from now on will not contain 
Westland Beef.  If you order it now, we will have to send a truck over to Don Lee to pickup the 
fresh product while we are still holding hundreds of cases of the same thing in our freezer!  This is 
something I would prefer not to do because I would rather just wait for the USDA decision that is 
coming in 10 days or less.  If you have got to have it, please call me and we will figure something 
out.  Don Lee Farms certifies that all their non-commodity codes do not contain Westland beef 
and those are all ready to ship if you order them.   
 
J.T.M. FOOD GROUP:  The situation here is similar to what is going on with Pierre.  If you 
ordered a J.T.M. processed commodity item from Gold Star Foods, please open the attachment 
to this email.  There are 10 code numbers that were delivered through Gold Star Foods that 
contained a processed commodity from Westland Meat Company.  The attaching listing gives 
each code number and then lists each customer that purchased it since January 1st of last year.  
If you name is on there and you have any of this product in inventory, please put a hold on it.  If 
you purchased J.T.M. commodity processed products from another distributor or took direct 
deliveries, please contact your vendor directly for more details.  There were more than 10 items 
that contained the beef, but only these 10 were handled by us.  All other J.T.M. products are okay 
to use and all of their non-commodity items are just fine. 
 



ADVANCE FOODS:  The communication from Advance Foods just says that they are putting all 
their commodity processed beef items on hold.  They also certify that all their non-commodity 
items are fine to use because they know for sure that the Westland beef was not used in any non-
commodity item. 
 
LOS CABOS [MCI FOODS]:  I have attached a copy of the letter from MCI Foods that addresses 
this issue.  We sell all their products in the “net-off invoice” billing system.  The bottom line here 
seems to be that if you have a Los Cabos item in inventory that contains beef, hold it!  I think I 
have this right….. 
 
INTEGRATED FOOD SERVICE:  Integrated has placed a hold on all processed commodity beef 
items in their inventory and so has Gold Star Foods.  If you have a commodity processed 
Integrated beef item in stock, don’t use it.  Just like every other company, they certify that all their 
non-commodity items contain no beef from Westland. 
 
GOLD STAR FOODS:  We have some “brown-box” cases of the actual USDA commodity beef in 
stock that we were holding or storing for some districts.  We have put a hold on all that product 
and we are not shipping it until we received further instructions. 
 
ROSE & SHORE MEAT COMPANY:  I have not heard anything from Rose & Shore.  If you have 
something in your District that is a product made from processed beef, just simply hold it for 
further instructions.  I guess I would advise you to also call Rose & Shore for more details.  We 
have shipped many of you commodity processed items from Rose & Shore, but quite frankly I 
don’t know what had commodity beef and what did not! 
 
 
 
This summary covers all the updated information from all the companies that may have received 
commodity beef from Westland.  Naturally you should contact the processors, your Coop lead 
district, the Department of Education, or Gold Star Foods for any further details that you may 
require.  Hopefully this will all be over soon and we can get our lives back to normal.  I know that 
all this is costing everyone a lot of time and money.  It is the same with the us and the 
processors.  If nothing else, it is giving all of us a good test on our recall procedures! 
 
Best wishes, 
 
George 
 


























































