


California Thursdays™ is a collaboration between 
the Center for Ecoliteracy and participating 
school districts across California to serve healthy, 
freshly prepared school meals made from 
California-grown fruits and vegetables.  !



The program was developed and piloted by "
the Center for Ecoliteracy in partnership with 
Oakland Unified School District during the 
2013–14 school year.!
!
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It’s grown to include a !
network of 15 innovative !
school districts…"
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….who serve over !
190 million meals a year. "



"#$$% &' !( ) !( * & ! +( !,#-%!(.%!#/+(,("* &% !

 

California Thursdays  2014
A Network of 15 Innovative Districts

INCLUDING MEALS SERVED PER YEAR

San Francisco County
San Francisco Unified 

5,901,366 meals

San Mateo County
La Honda/Pescadero Unified

75,742 meals

Alameda County
Oakland Unified

6,810,706 meals

Monterey County
Monterey Penninsula Unified

1,472,274 meals 

Sacramento County
Elk Grove Unified
8,333,784 meals

San Joaquin County
Lodi Unified
11,265,792 meals 

Stanislaus County
Turlock Unified
2,092,885 meals

 

Ventura County
Conejo Valley Unified

1,266,831 meals 

Los Angeles County
Los Angles Unified
109,180,878 meals

San Diego County
San Diego Unified
23,060,221 meals

Oceanside Unified
2,502,819 meals

Riverside County
Riverside Unified
6,784,735 meals

Alvord Unified
3,240,671 meals

Coachella Valley Unified
4,423,354 meals

Hemet Unified
4,056,857 meals

TM
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We call it a bite-sized!
implementation strategy!
because districts can !
begin small, working to !
serve a single dish from!
local sources."
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Its impact grows as 
districts become more !
successful at local !
sourcing and preparing!
fresh, healthy meals."
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For example, here’s how !
the impact grows when !
the network serves a !
dish just once, then !
once a month, then once !
a week."



Chicken   144,000 lbs. !
 
Cilantro   20,000 lbs.!
 
Brown rice  89,000 lbs. !
 
Sweet red pepper   53,000 lbs. 
 
Green pepper   26,000 lbs.  
 
Onion   56,000 lbs.  
 
Olive oil   500 gallons!
 
Lime juice  665 gallons!
!
Garlic   2,000 lbs.!
 
Jalapeno pepper   2400 lbs. 

October 23, 2014 



Chicken   1,296,000 lbs. !
 
Cilantro   180,000 lbs.!
 
Brown rice  801,000 lbs. !
 
Sweet red pepper   477,000 lbs. 
 
Green pepper   234,000 lbs.  
 
Onion   504,000 lbs.  
 
Olive oil   4,500 gallons!
 
Lime juice  5,985 gallons!
!
Garlic   18,000 lbs.!
 
Jalapeno pepper   21,600 lbs. 

One day a month 



Chicken   5,184,000 lbs. !
 
Cilantro   720,000 lbs.!
 
Brown rice  3,204,000 lbs. !
 
Sweet red pepper   1,908,000 lbs. 
 
Green pepper   936,000 lbs.  
 
Onion   2,016,000 lbs.  
 
Olive oil   18,000 gallons!
 
Lime juice  23,940 gallons!
!
Garlic   72,000 lbs.!
 
Jalapeno pepper   86,400 lbs. 

One day a week 
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California Thursdays is!
also a communications !
platform that includes !
media training and a !
styleguide that helps !
districts achieve quality !
and consistency."
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In 2014, we’re launching !
a Raised on California 
statewide campaign !
voiced by Aisha Tyler, "
with creative contributions !
from the San Francisco 
agency barrettSF."
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